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Definition

Home-school – Sequential program of instruction for the education of a child which takes place in a home which is provided by the child’s parents or by an adult relative of the child designated by the parent.

(Colorado Revised Statutes 22-33-104.5)

Article I – Name

The name of this association will be Christian Home Educators of La Plata County, hereinafter referred to as “HELP”.

Article II –Description

HELP is an association in ministry with home school families.  We are families committed to God’s admonition that we raise our children “in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) and we diligently and purposefully train our children as exemplified in Deuteronomy 6:6-7.

HELP is not a legal entity.  It cannot sue nor be sued.

HELP is a “not-for-profit” group.  It is not organized for business purposes or profit.

.Being a private association HELP reserves the right to refuse or terminate subscriptions.  Biblical guidelines for conflict resolution will be followed.  (Matthew 5:23-24; Romans 14:19)

Article III – Philosophy and Purpose

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County (HELP), is a non-profit, Christian organization, dedicated to providing information, resources and leadership to all families involved in private home-centered education. We believe that parents--committing time and resources to provide their children with an academically excellent education, grounded in proper values--have the potential to affect the very course of our nation as their children grow up to become competent Christian leaders in the years to come. HELP is committed to the advancement of private home education, and considers it part of our mission to help ease the burden of this responsibility for all families in La Plata County, Colorado, involved in home-centered education.  

The philosophy of HELP is to strengthen and encourage home-schooling in La Plata County that is Christ -centered, consistent with the essential biblical principles of the Christian faith, non government-funded, home-based, parent-directed, controlled and taught. 

The purpose of HELP is to impart vision that glorifies Jesus Christ, to encourage commitment to home education, to equip parents with confidence and ideas for teaching at home and to support our subscribers in prayer.

Article IV – Position

Programs receiving government funding are subject to direct regulation by governmental standards. 

We understand that the financial pressures faced by families today make publicly-subsidized educational programs very attractive.  However, accepting government subsidies forfeits your right to teach your children in the way you desire, and that price is very high indeed.  History has proven that with government funding comes government regulation
Therefore, HELP’s position on charter schools, public school independent study programs, other government/publicly funded educational programs and formal private schools is as follows:

As stated in HELP’s purpose, our focus is to advance private home education and to ease the burden of those families who desire to privately home-school their children.  Charter schools, public school independent study programs, other government/publicly funded education and formal private school programs are forms of non home-based education, and thus fall outside of HELP’s purpose. It is not consistent with our position to disseminate information regarding these programs and their events. 

Although many educational choices exist, HELP advocates the Biblical model where parents exercise direct control and authority over their children’s education. Parents have the right to choose whatever form of education they wish for their children. However, we urge those considering charter schools, public school independent study programs, other government/publicly funded educational programs and formal private school programs to count the cost, making sure they are fully informed.

Article IV – Statement of Faith

1.
We believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired, inerrant, infallible, 

Word of God that constitutes completed and final revelation, and is the sole and final authority

for faith and practice.  (II Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:21; Psalm 119:89)

2.
We believe there is one living and true God; an infinite, intelligent Spirit, perfect in all His

attributes, and eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  (Deuteronomy

6:4; John 1:1-13; Matthew 3:16-17; II Corinthians 13:14; Revelation 1:8)

3.
We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles,


and atoning death through His shed blood on the cross and His bodily resurrection and imminent

return in power and glory.  (John 1:1, 14; Luke 1:31-35; Philippians 2:6-8; I Corinthians 15:1-8,

20; I Peter 2:24; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:12; Acts 1:9-11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18)

4.
We believe that man was created in the image of God but fell into sin through the disobedience of

Adam; he is therefore lost and unable to justify himself before God.  (Genesis 1:26-27, 2:16-17,

3:6; Romans 3:10, 24, 5:12, 18)

5.
We believe that salvation is the free gift of God, given to the sinner by grace and received personal

faith in Jesus Christ alone, as Savior and Lord, whose substitutionary death on the cross paid the

penalty for man’s sin.  This free gift of salvation is not received by any personal works

whatsoever.  (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; John 1:12, 5:24; Romans 5:15, 6:23, 10:9-13)

6.
We believe that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to convict and regenerate mankind, to indwell,

guide, instruct, and empower the believer for godly living and service.  (John 16:7-14; Titus 3:5; 

I Corinthians 6:19, 12:13; Romans 8:14; Ephesians 5:18)

Article V – Subscriptions

Section 1 – Requirements
In order to be accepted as a subscriber of HELP, a family must meet the following requirements:

1.   Read and sign the HELP subscription/release of liability form, thereby indicating that you have read the

      HELP Bylaws and understand the nature, purpose, and structure of the association.

2.   Pay the required annual subscription.  (Annual subscription waived for Board of Directors.)

3.   Be actively supporting home education.

Section 2 – Privileges

HELP families have access to a variety of services and privileges that support and enhance home school families.  See current brochure as annually updated by the board of directors.

Section 3 – Responsibilities

1.  HELP subscribers are expected to be involved by helping with the activities in which their families are

     involved.  Volunteers for an area of service will serve one-year terms as listed on the Volunteer Sheet.

2.  Subscribers attend HELP business meetings.

3.  The Directory is not to be used for commercial or marketing purposes.  The information in the Directory

     is to be kept in strictest confidence and is not to be given to non-subscribers.

Article VI – Leadership

Section 1 - Board of Directors
The Board of Directors shall consist of President, Vice-president, Treasurer, Secretary and no less than one additional member.  Board members will be persons holding subscription status as prescribed in Article V. 

Board positions may be held by husband/wife teams with a team having one vote.   A husband/wife team may hold two offices e.g. husband as President, wife as Treasurer.

Section 2-Election of Board Members

The president shall appoint a nominating committee in March.  The committee will nominate a minimum of five candidates for the Board of Directors from which a minimum of five will be elected at the spring subscriber business meeting.  Nominations may also be made by any subscriber prior to or during the spring meeting.  The new board will take office June 1st and will serve 14 months with those not continuing on the board retiring at the end of the August subscriber meeting.

Section 3 – Duties of Board Members

All Board members shall maintain conduct and character above reproach, attend meetings and review and approve the newsletter.  They are to keep current on home school issues.  Together they will monitor policies and procedures for the operation of HELP.

At the first meeting in June, the board will elect the following officers having the duties described here:

President – The president sets meeting agendas and presides at said meetings.  This officer is responsible to set communications in motion.  The president authorizes and signs checks for no more than $200.  It is the duty of this office to give the final newsletter approval. The president will implement and execute Bylaws and is accountable for direction and overseeing of various committees. The president is accountable to the board for his/her actions, decisions and leadership.  This officer is responsible to answer all phone inquiries.

Vice-president – This officer is responsible for organizing the communications system, organizing meeting hospitality, and filling in during any presidential absence.  This officer is also a contributor to the newsletter.

Treasurer – The treasurer receives and deposits all subscription and other donations.  The treasurer pays the bills, keeps accurate records, writes checks, and balances books and holds one of two PO Box keys.

Secretary – This officer is the newsletter publisher, responsible for all mailings and keeping forms and letters current.  The secretary records and types minutes of all formal meetings. The secretary is responsible to send new subscriber packets out and keep an updated subscriber list.  The secretary holds the other PO Box key.

Section 3 – Removal of Board Members

A board member who is not able or willing to perform his duties or does not continue to meet the qualifications listed in Article VI, Sections 1 & 2, may be removed from the board in the following manner:

1.   Resignation:  A board member may resign on his own initiative by submitting written notice of 

      resignation to the Board of Directors, to be effective within 30 days.

2.   Removal: After appropriate attempts have been made to reconcile, a board member may be removed 

      by the following procedure: A written complaint must be submitted to the Board of Directors who, after

      prayerful consideration will vote regarding the validity of the complaint.  If a ¾ majority vote by the

      Board of Directors is achieved, a ballot will be presented to the subscriber families by mail for their

     prayerful consideration.  A simple majority of responding votes is required for removal.

Section 4 – Filling of Vacant Offices

If an officer is removed or resigns for any reason, the Board of Directors will do one of the following:

1.  Cover the duties among themselves for the remainder of the term, or

2.  Appoint a qualifying HELP subscriber to serve out the term of office.

Article VII – Revenues

HELP has been formed for the benefit of its families and not for profit.  Earnings from subscriptions are exclusively for the benefit of HELP and its subscribers.

Subscription rates shall be set by the Board of Directors according to the needs and expenses of HELP.

Record of Subscription: The treasurer will receive all subscriptions and keep a written record of amount.

Other Monies: The Board of Directors may approve income from sources other than HELP subscriptions and disburse the same at its discretion.

Article VIII – Meetings  

Section 1 – General Subscriber Meetings

These may include but are not limited to the following: necessary business meetings for planning purposes, family fellowships, educational meetings for parents, special speakers or events or a year end party.  A minimum of 3 general subscriber meetings will be held each year with one meeting held in August. 

Section 2 – Board of Directors’ Meetings

There will be a minimum of 3 meetings per year prior to subscriber business meetings.  They are not to exceed 2 hours.  Meetings of the Board of Directors may be called, held and conducted, as the Board deems appropriate.

Section 3 – Voting at Board of Directors’ Meetings

The presence of ¾ of the Board members shall constitute a quorum.  Each Board member shall be allowed one vote (a husband/wife team will be considered one member).  A simple majority vote will carry or defeat motions.

Article IX – Voting

Notification pertaining to Board elections and Bylaw changes will by conducted by mail: conventional mail or e-mail.  (See Article VI section 1for election of Board members.  See Article X section 2 for amendment, alteration, or repeal of Bylaws.)  Voting on other matters will be announced through the newsletter and accomplished either by mail or at an announced meeting.

Article X – Adoption and Amendment of Bylaws

Section 1 – Procedure for Adoption

A copy of the Bylaws shall be in the possession of the officer conducting ANY general meeting.  A copy shall be kept by each of the HELP Board members.  A copy of these Bylaws shall be presented to each prospective subscriber family for their consideration prior to joining HELP.  Upon signing the HELP subscription/release of liability form (thereby indicating that they have read the HELP Bylaws and understand the nature, purpose, and structure of the association) and upon payment of the required annual subscription, the subscriber family will have adopted these Bylaws.  Failure to comply with these Bylaws is grounds for subscription termination by the HELP Board of Directors.


The following is a copy of the subscription and liability agreements that subscribers put

their signature to when joining HELP:
I have read and will abide by the bylaws governing this association and will not object to its

Christian emphasis.  I understand the subscriber address, phone and e-mail list are confidential and

not to be used for any personal gain or purpose with out the express written permission of the

board and/or the subscribers themselves.

I acknowledge that HELP cannot guarantee the safety or appropriateness of activities offered by or 

sponsored by HELP or its subscribers.  Evaluating the safety and appropriateness of activities

sponsored by HELP of its subscribers is the responsibility of parents.  I will not hold HELP, its

subscribers, or its officers financially responsible or liable for any damages or injuries, which may

occur in connection with any activity sponsored or organized by HELP or its subscribers.  This

release of liability is for any child listed on the Subscription Form.  I understand the

behavior/discipline policies of HELP and will inform my child of the standard.  I will accept the

enforcement of the discipline as stated if it becomes necessary.

Section 2 – Procedure for Amendment, Alteration, or Repeal of Bylaws

These Bylaws may be amended, altered, or repealed by the following procedure only.  Any proposed change must be submitted in writing to the Board of Directors.  If, after prayerful consideration, the proposed change is deemed reasonable, a ballot with the proposed change with the explanation will be sent out in the next newsletter, and/or by separate mailing, to include conventional mail or e-mail.  Results will be tallied at the next Board of Directors’ meeting.  A simple majority of the responding votes shall be necessary for amendment, alteration, or repeal.  Results will be published in the next newsletter.

Any rule herein may be temporarily suspended to meet an emergency judged to be extreme in nature by a unanimous vote of the full subscriber families present at any general meeting.

All amendments shall, after passage, be prepared in typewritten form by the HELP secretary and distributed to every family of HELP.  Copies of the Bylaws disbursed from that date forward shall reflect all amendments and alterations.

Article XI-Rules of Order

In the interest of clarity and orderliness, Roberts Rules of Order will serve as the parliamentary guide for all meetings of this organization.

