Dear HELP Subscribers,

I am thrilled with the privilege of writing this, my first newsletter article as President of Christian Home Educators of La Plata County.  Thank you so much for entrusting Holly & I with this position.  We’re excited about the challenges laid before us, both as a family and as a group of homeschooling families.

There are numerous reminders in popular culture these last few weeks about the beginning of the “school year.”  Since most of us follow a similar calendar, now is an ideal time for us to re-focus.  I’d like to challenge each of you to take just half an hour to work through a little exercise, some homeschoolwork for the parents, if you will.  I strongly encourage couples to do this together if possible.

Step 1: Consider the following questions, and list (on paper) the important choices you make in your homeschooling lifestyle:

What books do you read?

Do you do Bible study with your children?

What curricula do you use?

What “extracurricular” activities do you do?

Do you participate in co-op?

Do you “share” your children with a public or private school?

Do you participate with COVA or a local learning center?

Do you go on field trips?

What church activities are you involved in?

How else do you spend your time and your money?

Step 2: Rank, from one to ten, your reasons for homeschooling.  I am providing some examples, in no particular order, to help you get started.  Some of these are ours, and some of them we’ve heard from other homeschoolers, but please add your own!  Don’t worry about whether the answer is right or wrong.  The purpose of this exercise is to encourage YOU to evaluate your own priorities.

_____  Academic excellence

_____  One-on-one teaching environment

_____  Limit children’s exposure to peer pressure

_____  Limit children’s exposure to bad/sinful behavior from other children

_____  Teach from a Biblical worldview

_____  Encourage other Christian families

_____  Limit exposure to secularism, moral relativism, etc

_____  Train up boys & girls to be Godly men & women

_____  Meet individual special academic or emotional needs of your child

_____  Flexible school schedule/calendar

_____  Fellowship with others with similar priorities

_____  It’s fun/easy to live on one income in a two-income society (joking!)

_____  Homeschooling is a movement of God to preserve a remnant

_____  Socialization in a Christian environment

_____  Flexibility in style & content of curricula

_____  Parental rights should trump government control of our children

_____  Emphasis on family roles as ordained by God in scripture

_____  Emphasis on your child’s individual gifts, talents, & interests

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Step 3: Homeschooling is not just a schooling option, it is a lifestyle.  Take a minute to evaluate your homeschooling lifestyle.  Review your answers to the questions in Step 1.  As you do, consider whether each one supports your priorities from Step 2.  Are the choices you are making about your homeschooling lifestyle consistent with your priorities?  Or are you compromising your top priorities, in favor of something that you really think is less important?

Holly and I have made some difficult decisions in order to live according to our priorities.  For example, like most homeschoolers, we have decided that earthly riches (big house, nice cars, etc) are a very low priority.  As a result of this, we have opted to live on one income in a two-income society, and we accept the consequences of this decision.  

As another example, we have also decided that academic excellence is not nearly as important as our #1 goal, which is raising our children to be citizens of God’s kingdom.  While we certainly hope and strive for our children to excel academically, we have made a decision that we will first raise Godly children, by His grace.  We will not compromise that principle, regardless of the consequences.

Another priority we have chosen is to encourage other homeschoolers.  We see that way too often, homeschooling parents compromise their choices because they lose sight of their most important priorities, because of outside pressure (from family, friends, etc), because they feel inadequate to the tasks God has laid before them, or for many other reasons.

As we humbly lead HELP this year, we hope that our main contribution to the group is to support and encourage each of you to remain true to your child-raising priorities.  In light of this goal, please know that we are available if you need encouragement.  While we don’t profess to have any special wisdom, Holly and I are happy to listen, and perhaps we can offer a word of encouragement or a quick scripture passage.  Also, Holly is really good at finding print resources, so she may be able to direct you to a book or magazine article that addresses your particular need.  Or maybe we know somebody who knows somebody who has been in your shoes, and we can direct you to the wisdom you need.  

Similarly, as the board plans the activities of HELP this year, we will look for ways that we, as a group, can encourage and support one another.  For example, we hope to re-start the “Mom’s Night Out” program.  Maybe an event is in order for the Dads too!

In parting, I ask that each of you join with us in this priority.  Make yourself available to others to offer encouragement and support, so that we can all be better, more confident, and more successful in keeping our homeschooling priorities in order.

Again, thanks to you all, and we look forward to an exciting year!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

