Dear HELP Subscribers,

The spring semester has already come and gone.  What a productive, but quick, year our Lord has blessed us with!  The year has been a success not because of just me, or just the Board, but because of the cooperative effort of each participating subscriber family.  Among the activities and functions of HELP this year were:

Two co-op semesters

“A King’s Feast,” our fall drama presentation

Speech class for the teens

The debate program participating in numerous competitions

Field trips

Potluck meals and picnics

S.O.S. (this newsletter)

HELP Connections – the internet Yahoo! group

The revival of our Mom’s Night Out program

A new homeschool Dads’ group

The new Shepherding Families program

Still to come this year are the spring recital, and our annual July 4 camping trip.

As of this writing, HELP includes almost 50 families, and as a result, we are helping and encouraging each other as parents to mold the lives of well more than 150 children in accordance with God’s plan!

Please let me continue to encourage you in few things:

1) If you haven’t already, join the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA).  They are a great resource of information concerning your legal rights and responsibilities in homeschooling, and if you are an HSLDA member, they will provide you with legal assistance if your homeschool rights are challenged.  We get a group discount, so please contact me for our group number.

2) If you haven’t already, join the HELP Connections Yahoo! Group.  The official HELP calendar is on the Yahoo! site, as well as a forum for discussion of HELP and homeschool-related issues, and other information.  Contact me or Janet Steele for more information on how to join HELP Connections.

3) Volunteer!  All of the above activities, and indeed all HELP does, are due to the cooperative effort of our subscribers.  If you have an idea of something that would benefit HELP’s subscribers, or even if you’re willing to help, but don’t know what to do, please contact me or any Board member.  Some of our current volunteers are over-worked, and would be glad to share the load!

4) Attend the CHEC conference this June 14-16.  See www.chec.org for more info, or contact me.  HELP still has one more scholarship for anyone who has never been to the CHEC conference before!

5) Join us for our July 4 camping trip to Silverton!  It’ll be a fun time of campfires, hiking, four-wheel-driving, fellowship, and fireworks!  Contact me for the details.

As always, I celebrate with you the choice you make each day, to educate your children according to God’s purposes and for His Kingdom!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

