Dear HELP Subscribers:

I don’t know about you, but it’s been a very busy summer around the Meadows’ house.  Or actually, it’s been busy NOT around the Meadows’ house, because we’ve hardly been there!  From the CHEC Conference in Denver in June, and the Silverton July 4 campout, to all our church and family activities, summer is flying past us.

Even though it's summer time, though, please allow me to get serious for just a moment about why we're here, and what we're doing. Our purpose as an organization is to support one another in teaching our children at home. As Holly and I teach our children, as we fellowship with other homeschoolers, and as we attend all the seminars and do all the other "homeschool" stuff, one thing has become increasingly apparent: It is not the MINDS of our children that should be our main focus, but rather our efforts should be directed to their HEARTS. 

Stated another way, there are other ways to teach our childrens’ minds that may be very effective, producing high test scores, getting our children into good colleges, and leading them to good careers.  But when the goal is to raise our boys and girls into Godly men and women, the empirical results show that parents loving, teaching, and discipling our children, and teaching them at home to fear God is the only RELIABLE approach. 

Let me explain what I mean by "reliable." According to the September 11, 2006 edition of "The Barna Update" (a newsletter from The Barna Group at www.barna.org , which does statistical surveys related to Christian issues), "61% of today’s young adults - had been churched at one point during their teen years but they are now spiritually disengaged (i.e., not actively attending church, reading the Bible, or praying). Only one-fifth of twentysomethings have maintained a level of spiritual activity consistent with their high school experiences." The results of secular education are, then producing reliable results.  Reliably (80% of the time), American youth leave the "faith" (of whatever flavor) they embraced in their teen years. 

On the other hand, if our goal is to raise Godly generations to follow us, WHAT SOCIETY IS DOING DOES NOT WORK 80% OF THE TIME!  Of course, society’s education plan is not raising up Godly youth, who grow up to be men and women of character, because that’s not what it’s designed to do.

There are, of course, many Bible texts I could cite here to further this point, but let me use Luke 6:40: "A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher." (NASB). If we send our children to sit under society's secular teachers, what can we expect, but to produce society's secular students? 

Society will pressure you to believe otherwise, but there is no one more uniquely qualified and equipped to teach and disciple your children than YOU, so let me encourage you to be bold in the face of challenges, to persist through the difficult times, and to stay loyal to your children and to our Lord. 

And as always, I celebrate with you the choice you make each day, to educate your children according to God’s purposes and for His Kingdom!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County
