Dear HELP Subscribers:

As the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays approach, many of us will be spending time with our extended families, many who do not understand or agree with our decision to train up our children at home.  And from these well-meaning relatives come the inevitable questions to us and to our children: What about socialization (cringe!)? Are you qualified to teach algebra (or biology or history or whatever)?  Don’t you wish you could be in band (or sports or theater or other activities) like your parents were when THEY were in high school?

All of these questions share one thing in common.  They are each designed to make us feel inadequately equipped to teach and disciple our children.  And, of course, there are numerous outsiders who would happily rush in to fill that perceived “void” in our homeschools.  But guess what?  God anticipated this threat to our families.  Look at the principles and warnings He gave us in Proverbs 1 (NASB):

First, a general principle about education that we’re all familiar with: 

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;
Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Second, a positive statement about instruction from parents:

8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction
And do not forsake your mother's teaching; 
9 Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head
And ornaments about your neck. 


And third, a warning about outsiders who will try to entice us and our children:

10 My son, if sinners entice you,
Do not consent. 
11 If they say, "Come with us,
Let us lie in wait for blood,
Let us ambush the innocent without cause; 
12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol,
Even whole, as those who go down to the pit; 
13 We will find all kinds of precious wealth,
We will fill our houses with spoil; 
14 Throw in your lot with us,
We shall all have one purse," 


The message from this passage is that knowledge begins with fear of the Lord, taught by mothers and fathers.  But beware, because outsiders will tell you that you are insufficient, and that you need to throw your lot in with them, to have a share of their “wealth” and of the “spoil” of their classrooms and teams and clubs.

I hope each of you has a blessed time with your families and friends this holiday season, and stand resolute in your convictions.  

And as always, I celebrate with you the choice you make each day, to educate your children according to God’s purposes and for His Kingdom!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

