Dear HELP Subscribers:

Please indulge me while I share a few thoughts about what’s going on in the homeschooling world.  As many of you are aware, a very disturbing story has developed over the last few weeks out of the California courts.  If you haven’t heard, an overreaching California appellate court judge has essentially declared that the state has the right to determine what to teach children, and that the right of the state is more important than the religious rights of the family.  Further, the judge concluded that California law says only “a person holding a valid state teaching credential” (a teacher’s license / certificate) can teach a child. 

I don’t have space in this letter to address all the issues in and potential ramifications of this ruling, but if you would like more information, please see the website of the Home School Legal Defense Association at www.hslda.org .  As the case was not originally about homeschooling, and the family is not an HSLDA member family, HSLDA has only become involved with the case since this ruling was announced.  However, their lawyers are now involved and fighting on behalf of hundreds of thousands of California families who are directly affected by this decision.

Why is this important to us in Colorado?  I would contend that any time homeschooling freedoms anywhere are eroded, it moves us inches closer to losing our own freedoms.  Any time a court decision is made, it has the potential to serve as precedent for other courts.  A bad ruling has the potential to spread like a virus through progressive activist courts until we find ourselves subject to the same restrictions that California homeschoolers now face.

So what can we do?  I have three suggestions.  First, sign the online petition at www.hslda.org .  Second, join HSLDA, because your membership dues (only $95/yr after taking the discount for being a HELP subscriber – and they offer a monthly payment plan!) fund these often-costly court battles, and greater membership gives them more clout when they fight on our behalf.  And third, educate yourself, stay aware of and be involved in the political process so that you are prepared to defend your own homeschooling freedoms!

Let me also encourage you to attend the 2008 Christian Family Conference sponsored by Christian Home Educators of Colorado (CHEC).  Along with many of the most influential leaders in the homeschooling movement today (Doug Phillips, Dr. Voddie Baucham, Kevin Swanson. . .), Chris Klicka, Senior Counsel for HSLDA will be speaking, and I’m sure he’ll be giving us the latest updates on this and other hot homeschooling legal issues.  The conference is Thursday, June 12 through Saturday, June 14.  You can find more details at www.chec.org .  Also, please be aware that HELP has a limited number of scholarships to cover the registration fee for HELP subscribers who have never attended the conference before.  Contact me or any HELP Board member for more info.

Finally, let me remind you that HELP is a volunteer cooperative organization, wherein none of us are any lesser or greater than any others.  What this means is HELP functions best when we all serve one another, as opposed to some people serving and others being served.  Without your efforts, nothing gets accomplished, so please let me encourage you to find a way to pitch in.  (If you have an idea or want to get more involved, contact me or any Board member.)  I have yet to meet anyone in HELP who isn’t busy with church, work, and family commitments, and we certainly try to be sensitive to the need not to over-burden each other’s schedules.  However, we are best able to encourage and equip one another when ALL of us are carrying our share of the load.

From our Bylaws:

“The purpose of HELP is to impart vision that glorifies Jesus Christ, to encourage commitment to home education, to equip parents with confidence and ideas for teaching at home and to support our subscribers in prayer.”

As always, I celebrate with you the choice you make each day, to educate your children according to God’s purposes and for His Kingdom!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

