Dear HELP Subscribers:

As we approach a new “school year” (following the government’s schedule!), my mind and my studies have returned to the reasons why Holly and I have chosen not only to teach our children at home, but also to encourage others to do the same.  I have returned recently to a very familiar passage, and I think it is worthwhile to dwell a moment on the opening sentence of the book of Psalms:
Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man
         Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
         Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
         Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
         And in His law he meditates day and night. (NKJV)

In the past as I’ve read this text, I’ve always focused on “in His law he meditates day and night” as a key verse for homeschooling, because one of the primary reasons for teaching at home is that we CAN and DO strive to incorporate God’s Word in all our teaching and learning, and indeed in all of life (see also Deuteronomy 6:7).

But recently, I’ve begun to pay attention also to the admonishments of verse 1.  The plain reading of this scripture is that if we are to be blessed (by God), we are to avoid the counsel of the ungodly, to tread not the path of sinners, nor to sit in the seat of the scornful.  

HELP subscribers include many families who have walked the homeschooling walk for many years, and have a deep conviction and vision for Christian home education.  Also among us are families who are just now considering homeschooling, who may see it as a good “educational option,” as a way to get better-taught children, with higher test scores and acceptance to a better college.  Others of us are teaching at home because we have children with special needs that the government schools have been unable to meet, or because the government schools were unable and unwilling to discipline our children for us.  

Regardless of how long you have been homeschooling, or why you are teaching at home, let me encourage you to consider the light that Psalm 1:1 sheds on our government school systems.  We are all very aware that the God of the Bible has been expelled from government schools in the United States (see Ben Stein’s movie).  They teach math, science, history, the arts, etc. apart from God.  But it’s even worse than that.  In fact, implicitly and explicitly, they teach that ALL KNOWLEDGE IS APART FROM GOD!  

The government schools would have children believe that math is value-neutral.  They would have children believe that Christ is least among the many superstitions of history, not sovereign over history.  They promote arts and literature that mock God.  They teach “science” that plainly contradicts the Biblical account of God’s work.  And what have their feminist and homosexual agendas done to the Biblical family in our culture!
Sending our children to be taught that knowledge is apart from God is clearly seating our children in the counsel of the ungodly and in the seat of the scornful.  With that in mind, please let me leave you with two charges.
First, let me encourage you to renew your resolve to teach your children at home.  There is an enemy, and he wants your children.  When we endeavor to live righteously, we will encounter opposition.  The darkness does not comprehend the light, and in fact, the light just makes the dark mad.  Our families, friends, and neighbors, and often even our church families, will not understand why we oppose government education.  They will challenge and even ridicule us.  And even when others don’t give us a hard time, some days teaching at home can be just plain difficult.  Be encouraged that the Lord blesses our children when we teach them to meditate on His Word day and night!
And second, may I challenge and encourage you to challenge and encourage others to consider Christian home education!  The approximately fifty families in HELP participate in well more than twenty different churches.  And we all have Christian friends, neighbors, and family with children at home.  Ephesians 5:11 says “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.”  We have an OBLIGATION under Scripture to expose darkness, and to have NO FELLOWSHIP with the works of darkness (COVA?  Government school sports? Alternative public-education “learning centers”?), as they are unfruitful.  Our Lord demands that we shed light on the darkness.
Finally, if you hear what I’m saying but don’t know what to do, please contact Holly or me.  We have many resources we can share with you in the form of books, audio, and video, as well as online resources we can point you to, that will help you to catch not only the vision for Christian home education, but also the vision for sharing the vision.  Feel free to call me any time at 970-759-4981, or e-mail me at tmead17327@aol.com .
As always, I celebrate with you the choice you make each day, to educate your children according to God’s purposes and for His Kingdom!

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

