Dear HELP Subscribers:

As 2008 winds down, we review an exciting year for HELP.  Among all the great things that have happened, two stand out – the new co-op format, and the conference.  Since co-op is being discussed elsewhere in this newsletter, let me say a few words about the conference.
First, and most important, thank you to all the people involved in making it such a success.  Most especially, thanks to Jennie for putting together the child care!  That was a huge task, and much of the success of the conference was because of her many hours of work to make that happen.  

We were greatly blessed to have Kevin Swanson, Executive Director of Christian Home Educators of Colorado (CHEC) and Bill Roach, President of the CHEC Board of Directors speak at our conference, and share their vision for homeschooling and family discipleship.  Their passion about these things is one of the primary driving forces behind the entire homeschooling movement in the state, and it was a treat to have them join us in the Four Corners area.

I’d also like to briefly re-iterate something I said at the conference about a homeschooling vision for the Four Corners, something that I think you will find in all the things we’re doing in HELP – co-op, field trips, moms’ and dads’ events, the conference, etc – which is that homeschooling really is not about educating our children, it’s about discipling them.  Our objective is not just to teach our children math and grammar and history (although we should do these things well), our objective is to grow an army for Christ that will transform our community.
So why is the family discipleship homeschooling model important?

In the conversation recorded in Luke 1, the angel tells Zacharias that the purpose of his son, John the Baptist, is to be the forerunner for Christ, “TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN [citing the last verse of Malachi – the end of the Old Testament]. . . so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."   Part of John the Baptist’s job was to restore families in preparation for the coming of Jesus.

That’s where we find ourselves in the modern Christian church.  As a culture, we have abandoned our families.  Of the three institutions ordained in Scripture – family, church, and state – we as a society expect the church to disciple our children (Sunday school, youth group, etc), and we expect the state to disciple our children (government education), but our families do not.  Our children do not have our hearts, nor do we have theirs.  
I believe that the next great Christian revival, if there is to be another before the second coming, will come from the restoration of the Biblical family.  If we will work diligently in our homes to give our hearts back to our children, and if we will not give the hearts of our children to those who have no right to them, we will prepare our culture for Christ. 

So as we teach our children spelling and biology and the arts, let’s teach them first and foremost the gospel, from creation to the eternal Kingdom.  Let’s not raise them of our culture, but let’s teach them about our culture so that they’re prepared to engage it.  Let’s teach them about the hope that we have, and prepare them to give a defense for it with gentleness and reverence.

I honestly believe that our little homeschool group, if we are faithful to do these things as the Bible commands, will see an absolute transformation of our community within two generations – that our town in the mountains could be a city on a hill.  Can you imagine with me the name of Durango being recognized around the world as a place that honors God?  

Please join me, and your families too, in earnest prayer that God would use us in this way.  And on the day that you struggle with homeschooling (we all have those days, though usually not more than seven times in any given week!), remember why we are doing what we do.  
I also would like to encourage each of you to encourage other Christians to homeschool.  Only a few of us were raised in home schools, the rest of us came to be convinced that this is what we should do somewhere along the way.  Holly often cites Sally Clarkson: “In the absence of Biblical conviction, people go the way of culture.”  There may be others among our Christian friends at church and in our communities who simply have not heard the Biblical case for homeschooling, and have followed the education of our culture.

I would love to share this message further, so any time you would like to talk, please do not hesitate to call me or e-mail me.  Also, I am available to speak to churches or other groups to encourage families to consider homeschooling, so if you know of an opportunity for me to do this, please let me know!  

As always, I praise God for your dedication and enthusiasm in raising and discipling your children according to God’s plan, for His purposes, and for His Kingdom.

Sincerely,

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

