Dear HELP Subscribers:

Last weekend, HELP Vice President Allen Kirk and I had the wonderful opportunity to attend, along with about 500 other men, the 2009 Men’s Leadership Summit in Indianapolis.  The purpose of the three day conference was to “define a vision for Christian home education.”  We heard from prominent, visionary national leaders in the homeschool movement, including:

Dr. Voddie Baucham, Jr. (Voddie Baucham Ministries)

Chris Klicka (Home School Legal Defense Association

Kevin Swanson (Christian Home Educators of Colorado)

Dr. Brian Ray (National Home Education Research Institute)

Doug Phillips (Vision Forum Ministries)

When Kevin Swanson spoke here at our conference here in Durango last November, he emphasized for us that our purpose in homeschooling really isn’t (or shouldn’t be) academics.  He reiterated this for us last weekend.  We aren’t trying to teach our sons and daughters math, Kevin says.  We’re trying to teach them character.  We’re just using math to do it.

In fact, the very consistent message from all these men who are on the cutting edge of the homeschool movement was that this really isn’t about home education at all.  This isn’t about teaching academics.  This is about discipleship.  This is about raising up the next generation of Christian soldiers, prepared and equipped to do battle in a hostile culture.  This is about raising our young boys and girls up to be God-fearing men and women.  This is about producing the next generation of Christian leaders for our families, for our communities, our states, and our nation.
In pointing out that we actually DO produce leaders, Dr. Brian Ray’s research reveals that homeschool graduates are FOURTEEN TIMES more likely to be involved in public service after graduation than others.  I’d say that testifies to the effectiveness of what we’re doing here! 
I’m sure we’re all aware of the state of our national economy.  The news would be hard to miss.  Banks, insurance companies, mortgage lenders, investment brokerages, and now carmakers are all giving up control to the federal government in exchange for a “bailout” (read: “buyout”).  Even Newsweek magazine, hardly a bastion of free-market conservatism, recognized what is happening when their February 16 cover declared that “We Are All Socialists Now” in big, bold letters.

It puzzles me that the conservative pundits across America decry this great shift toward a socialist economy, yet they fail to recognize that the government school systems have been based on this very same socialist model for a dozen decades now.  When we model socialism for our kids on a daily basis for generation after generation, why are we surprised when we finally get a culture willing to accept socialism?
There is a stark difference between the Christian home-based discipleship teaching model and a socialist government education model.  As a thinking person might expect, there is a corresponding distinction between the students they produce.  What we are doing in our homes may very well be the last hope to preserve a freedom-based society in the United States.  Folks, this isn’t just an educational choice.  This is the future of our nation.
In Voddie Baucham’s opening remarks at the conference, he described his church in Houston.  He said that the church where he is a teaching pastor is “absolutely committed in our structure, in our doctrine, in our practice, in our philosophy, to a very simple principle.  We look men in the eye, and say ‘I double-dog dare you to disciple your family, and we’re not going to do anything structurally to put a net under you.  It’s your job.  We’ll equip you, we’ll encourage you, we’ll hold you accountable.  But nothing we do here will take that job out of your hands.’”

Today, I bring that challenge home to you:  Quit relying on the safety net of a government program (or a private program modeled after the government program).  That net has strings attached that will ensnare you.  I double-dog dare you to leave behind the notion that you need a socialist government program to disciple your children in the nurture and admonition of the government, to teach them math, to teach them about competition, to teach them foreign language, to provide them with friends.  Take that option off the table.  Disciple your children at home as if the future of the free world depends on your success.  
Be emboldened and encouraged to fight this fight, and know that Holly and I will not only support you, but are fighting alongside you.  This isn’t an empty promise.  My phone number is 970-759-4981, and my email is rthomasmeadows@aol.com .  When you are discouraged, when the government is enticing you with promises of “free” cash, computers, curriculum, and classrooms, call me.  I’m not the only one in HELP who is here for you.  If you don’t like me, find someone else you trust who understands the vision for discipling your children at home.  But whatever you do, stay in the fight.

Thanks for reading, and as always, thank you for the decision you make each day to disciple your children at home.

Tommy Meadows, President

Christian Home Educators of La Plata County

