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The homeschooling movement has reached a crossroads, not only nationally and internationally, but here in Colorado and even in La Plata County.  We have a unique opportunity right here, right now, in this time and place, to change the way our society thinks about education and raising children.

Through most of the middle of the twentieth century, government education had a total monopoly on raising American children.  Then in the sixties and seventies, a few Christians with pioneering spirits began to recognize that the government was not called by God to disciple their children, nor was the government very good at it.  These homeschooling pioneers began withdrawing from the government system, but they were few in number and were on the margins of society, and were at risk of persecution and prosecution for doing what they knew was right.

Then in the 1980's, something bigger began to happen.  Other Christians saw the trails these early pioneers had cut, and began to follow.  With the strength of bigger numbers and bold, visionary leadership, there was something of a revolution.  Organizations like CHEC and HSLDA began to go on the offensive to change oppressive laws.  The hand of God moved legislatures to act, courts to decide, and school boards to acquiesce in favor of home education.  
Now, for the last twenty years or so, the homeschooling movement has enjoyed a time of apparent peace and prosperity.  But do not be deceived!  Our success has not gone unnoticed by the educators' unions, the government education bureaucracy, and other promoters of social "progress" and the anti-Christian, anti-family agenda.  
There is a subtle but vicious war being waged against home education, and the tactic of choice is the blurring of the definitions of words.  Most particularly, the meanings of terms like "homeschool" are being compromised.  
Visit the website of almost any government-funded educational institution (including the Durango School District 9-R and the Pine River Community Learning Center, for instance), and you will find links on how they will help you "homeschool" through their government program.  They will provide you with government entitlement benefits if you will give them information about your family and subordinate your parental authority to the government.  
Also, special government-entitlement programs have been established specifically to attract homeschoolers, such as Colorado Virtual Academy (COVA), Colorado Connections Academy, etc.  They use terms such as "homeschooling" and "school at home" to describe their programs wherein the government will give families a godless curriculum (is it really godless, or does it promote a false god?) and other goodies for "free."  Of course, we know that nothing is free.  Like any welfare program, there is a cost to all taxpayers to provide the materials and other benefits, and to support the inevitable government bureaucracy that grows around the program.  But even more important than the cost to taxpayers is, again, the subordination of parental rights to a government-certified teaching authority who is required by the "doctrine of separation of church and state" to keep God out of education because they believe that the fear of the government is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.

In the public discourse, whoever defines the terms usually wins the argument.  We must not allow those with an anti-family agenda to define homeschooling.

I would encourage you to consider the shifting political winds, and how they might affect our movement.  In the last year and a half, we have experienced the greatest change in the size and scope of the federal government since FDR's New Deal.  The government has taken ownership in the auto, banking, and insurance industries.  And just a few days ago, the new "healthcare reform" legislation allows the federal government unprecedented influence over our medical decisions.  But there is hope on the political front!  Americans are speaking out against the expansion of government, and against its intrusion into the lives and authority of our families.  

Let me ask you this:  If government control of our automakers and banks is worthy of our protest, how much more worthy is government control of our children?
For the first time in my lifetime (and maybe for the first time since the rise of public education in the 19th century), the fundamental flaws with the socialist entitlement education model have begun to be part of the public discourse.  Glenn Beck has addressed the issue of government-sponsored education as a tool for socialist/ progressive indoctrination.  John Stossel aired a show about government education as a welfare entitlement program.  Right here in the Durango Herald, there have been numerous articles, columns, and "letters to the editor" about the problems with government education and the benefits of homeschooling. 

As history unfolds, there are times when the opportunity for change presents itself.  I believe this is one of those times.  In the sixties and seventies, those early seeds of the homeschooling movement were planted.  In the eighties and nineties, the vine experienced much growth.  Now is our time to bloom.  
I challenge you not to sit silently by, allowing the opponents of the family to dictate the terms of the discussion.  Get involved.  Stand up.  Speak up.  Talk about it at the coffee shop.  Write a "letter to the editor."  Speak up at church.  Join a political party.  Call your legislators.  Run for office.  Go to pro-life, pro-family events and rallies.  Address the city council and the school board.  Talk to your friends and family.  Of course, remember Whose ambassador you are, and always answer with gentleness and reverence, but do not fail to answer.  This, right now, is the moment in history for us to define the government's role in the lives of our families.  
Thank you for not staying silent, and as always, thank you for the decision you make each day to disciple your children at home.
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