“Holly, You Just Don’t Understand”
Recently I was having some pal-around time with another homeschool mom and calling it “socialization studies” just to feel like it counted as school, when in the middle of our gab session, the other mom shared a source of discouragement that she had been dealing with lately. She said that older moms were telling her why they had compromised their homeschooling position, justifying their compromise by telling her that she just “didn’t understand.”  They told her that someday she too would do just what they were doing. My friend wondered why she should bother sacrificing now if she’d just give in to culture and quit later.  
I’ve had the homeschooling equivalent of Job’s friends, too.  Hearing, “Holly, you just don’t understand” has been the bane of my homeschool existence, so when she shared this experience with me, boy did I understand!
When I was a new homeschool mom, I was already a go-for-the-gusto, whole-hearted homeschooling zealot.  So, as I got to know other moms who only homeschooled some of their kids, or who quit when Junior High rolled around, or started doing dual-enrollment with private schools, I’d ask them, “Why?”   100% of the time their answer included something like, “Holly, you don’t understand.  Just wait until such-and-such happens to you, and then you’ll understand and compromise too.”

Here are some things that I’ve been told I just don’t understand and would lead me to abandon or compromise my homeschooling principles:

1. Homeschooling only one child is such a burden to the child. 

2. Too many children to homeschool all of them
3. Unsupportive husband 

4. Gaps / deficiencies in the mother’s own education 

5. Financial struggles 

6. Health issues 

7. Children with learning disabilities 

8. Their child “needing” the sports, drama, band, etc. at a “real school”
9. Children and/or parents with mental health issues 

10. Uncooperative children who don’t want to be homeschooled 

11.  Gifted children 

12.  Parent too old to do it anymore 

13.  Parent too young and inexperienced to take homeschooling on
14. “Social” child needs more friends
15.  Teenagers with magically more important social needs 

16.  Family lives too far from town and is too isolated
17.  Mother doesn’t have time for “ministry” and “self” 

18. I could keep going, but I think you get the idea.

Over the years, it seemed that some perceived need always trumped the stated values of my friends who compromised or quit their homeschooling ministry.  The conversation stopper was always that I just didn’t understand their experience and would also compromise if I did.  
I have homeschooled a gifted, only child with mental health issues with an unsupportive husband.  I’ve homeschooled while having financial problems and daily-evident deficiencies in my own education.  I’ve homeschooled a difficult child while caring for a newborn and a toddler at the same time.  I’ve homeschooled far from town while dealing with a chronically painful disease and an antagonistic church community.  I’ve homeschooled a teenager who hates schoolwork and would much rather be in a well-funded drama program.  I’ve homeschooled while dealing with serious depression myself and a dearth of “me” time.  What is it that I don’t understand?  Hershey's chocolate, take me away!
I am farther down the homeschooling road than my discouraged friend and I want her to see that she CAN boldly go where other homeschoolers have successfully gone before and that she CAN overcome ANY obstacle, just as I’ve overcome many.  If your homeschooling house is built on a firm foundation, why sell the house when the wind starts blowing?  Too often it seems that the nay-sayers are freer and more vocal with their foundation-shaking counsel.  As struggling homeschoolers, we seem more than willing to hear their culture-affirming negative advice. Harder to find are foundation-affirming cheerleaders to prop us back up when we are isolated, insecure, and stumbling in our homeschooling ministry.
With all my heart, what I wanted to offer my friend was what I most needed myself. . .encouragement!  While the world may not support us in homeschooling, we can take heart because Jesus says that He has overcome the world. She needed a reminder that we are in a spiritual battle for the hearts and minds of our children.  I told her that our insecurities, issues, and obstacles are temptations to lay aside our Biblical foundations for discipling our children in favor of the hollowness of culture.  I needed to be willing to walk that second mile with her.  Why?  Because when the pressure grows against discipling her children at home, others want to help her rationalize away compromises.  After all, Job’s friends’ advice was sincere.  I needed to take the mountainous challenges before her, and with the faith that moves mountains, help her to see them as less than molehills in God’s eternal plan.
I most assuredly do understand the storms that will flood the foundation of your homeschool and I am committed to advancing the Kingdom of God through YOUR homeschooling ministry.  No temptation to quit will overtake you except such as is common to homeschooling man.  Happily, H.E.L.P. is a homeschooling support group.  Through love, let us serve one another.  
